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Archambeault and 
Bessette Sweep Finals 
Leo Archambeault and Gerard Bes-
sette made it a clean sweep for the 
clas::; of 1 ~o - ' .' "">npti,w n. " 
taking firsts in the Eng~ish and French 
sections of the Bishop Wright Declama-
tion Contest, October 26, 1958. 
Archambeault, competing in the Eng-
lish finals held at ~otre Dame Acad-
emy, gave an excellent rendition of 
Alfred Noyes' Highwayman, the same 
selection which had won him a first 
place in the semi-final round one week 
before. Judged best in pronunciation, 
voice tone, and gesturing, he was 
awarded a handsome trophy from 
Bishop Wright, who presided at the 
contest. 
Bessette, numbered among the six fi-
nalists selected the week before, de-
livered his Ballade a La Lune, by Al-
fred de M usset, before a sizeable crowd 
assembled at St. Joseph's Parish Center. 
Among the many facto1·s contributing 
to his victory were his enunciation, tim-
ing and gesturing. Monsignor Du-
charme, who was host for the evening, 
presented Mr. Bessette his trophy. 
Herita,ge congratulates these two out-
standing public speakers who have 
brought honors to both class and school. 
HAVE YOU SEEN 
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C.Y.C. Installation 
On Thursday, October 30, 1958, in 
the Assumption Preparatory School 
Chapel, the installation of the Prep's 
C.Y.C. officers took place. At 5 :45 p.m. 
the officers entered the chapel in pro-
cession. The officers included: Steve 
Perreault, president; Gerry Prunier, 
first vice-p1·esident; No1man Yvon, 
second vice-president; Anthony Deta-
rando, secretary; Luke Foley, treas-
urer; James Monahan, historian; Leon 
Archambeault, chairman for cultural ac-
tiviti es; Marc LePain, chairman for re-
ligious activities; Geny Bessette, chair-
man for social activities; Donald 
D' Amour, chairman for physical ac-
tivities; and Richard Madigan, advisor. 
These men moved to the Communion 
rail where they were installed by the 
council's moderator, Father Philip. 
Following this ceremony, an installa-
tion address was given by Bishop John 
J. 1·ng t. ~n his u, ,, t',e Bishop de-
veloped the following idea taken from 
the t xt of the installation ceremony: 
"Since you eleven young people work 
togethe1· as a team, you take your 
pledge of office together. . . ." He 
stressed the point that a well-knit unit 
has people of different temperaments, 
feelings and walks of life. As usual, 
Hi s Excellency's words were interesting 
and very practical. 
Following Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament we all adjourned to the din-
ing hall for a banquet. 
H eritage wishes all the new officers 
success in their new posts. 
.- M 
Brother's Giant Step 
On November 21, 1958, feast of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Brother Paul-Maurice Gosselin 
solemnly pronounced his three religious 
vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, 
each binding until death, before a large 
group of well-wishers including his 
parents and relatives, as well as his 
fellow religious, the Prep's lay faculty 
and its entire student body. 
Brother Paul's vows were pronounced 
dui·ing a Solemn High Mass celebrated 
by Rev. Father Oliver, assisted by 
Fathers John (Martin) and Albert. 
The sermon was delivered by Father 
Noel who stressed the humility and de-
votion so necessary and so evident in 
the life of a religious brother. 
Brother Paul-Maurice, of Chicopee, 
Mass., after graduation from Chicopee 
High School, decided to further his 
studies as a post-graduate here at the 
Prep. In 1951 he took the Assumptionist 
habit in Quebec. H e assumed charge of 
the filing and shipping department of 
th a t monastery's 14,000-subscription 
magazine and acted as secretary to the 
superior and to the treasurer there. In 
1955, he was transferred to the Prep; 
he1·e he has remained since. 
The life of a religious brother is 
i·arely one of public glory ; Brother 
Paul-Maurie's is no exception. ·Each day, 
quietly, diligently, without public recog-
nition, he goes his way. On this occa-
sion Heritage breaks with the tradition 
and publicly acknowledges Brother's 
contributions to the Prep through the 
years, extends to him every best wish, 
temporal and spiritual, for the years 
ahead, and congratulates him on his 
decision to remain with us as a brother, 
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Christmas 
The season of Christmas is upon us already. 
What exactly is Christmas? To some of us at the 
Prep and seemingly to many people in the United 
States, it is a time of vacation - not of rejoicing 
for the coming of Christ. It has become more and 
more commercialized in the past decades. Too many 
merchants think more of selling their goods and 
making a profit than of preparing spiritually for 
this great feast. Too many people are too engrossed 
in buying gifts and sending out greeting cards to 
prepare properly for their Savior's coming. Too 
many cannot even find time to spend with Jesus on 
Christmas Day! How many of us will simply spend 
the time it takes to hear Mass and then forget Him 
for the rest of His day? 
Is this the spirit in which a Catholic, especially 
one from a school such as ours, should approach 
the Christmas Season? No. The best preparation 
for Christmas is a good and holy Advent. This can 
be accomplished by frequent confession, Commun-
ion, and attendance at Mass. It can be further re-
enforced by trying as hard as possible to do what 
is expected of you in your state of life, by being a 
good student. But, if you haven't made of the past 
weeks a holy Advent, it is still not too late to start 
your preparation. God will certainly bless you for it. 
On Christmas day, the thoughts of everyone 
should be with Christ, not just during the Mass, 
but throughout the whole day - while you are en-
joying your gifts and while you are visiting friends 
and relatives. Let us thank God with all our hearts 
for the many gifts and blessings He has given us, 
especially that gift which we are commemorating, 
the Son of God, Jesus Christ. Let us begin showing 
this gratitude with our thanksgiving after receiving 
Christ on Christmas morning. 
PAGE TWO 
In Favor of Criticizing 
My Dear Students, 
Youd not criticize enough. Surprised? No need 
to be, fol' I am not referring to "griping," that 
popular and, at times, understandable pastime of 
youth, but to that nobler art called critical judg-
ment. This means thinking for oneself, honestly 
and objectively, considering the value and correct-
ness of a situation, a decision, etc. Here I will con-
sider the need of such criticism with regard to your 
television habits only. TV deserves this special 
treatment because it can become a principal influ-
ence on your most intimate ways of thinking and 
behaving. 
To know a person's habitual companions does 
reveal a good deal about that person. Similarly, to 
know the places, the people, the slogans, the thoughts 
that a person is exposed to in his daily television 
rendezvous is to know a good deal about that person. 
Television is neither good nor bad; but what 
men do with or to television is good or bad. In in-
stances that happily seem to be multiplying, tele-
vision is a theatre of pleasant relaxation, a channel 
of valuable information, a school of precious virtue, 
a temple · of divine religion. But not always! 
Much on TV is of a questionable nature. There 
is too much violence, too many detectives who need 
watching themselves and too many cowboy-shooting 
heroes. Too much money is given away too quickly; 
too many pretty girls are not too well dressed ! There 
are too many stories that make us think that to be 
socially acceptable - and happy - a car, fl modern 
refrigerator, the latest model gas range, are musts. 
Through the window of television we see too little 
of the dark earth or of the blue heaven. 
Thus TV has to be controlled. The forty-hour 
week was not intended for televiewing. Study time 
must not be stolen; the late hours of the night are 
generally meant for the sandman even if you are a 
teenager. What you look at and the scale of values 
you set up in your choice of a program is even more 
important. All these points should be carefully 
weighed. Competent guidance will still be necessary. 
Without this control, you resemble a sponge absorb-
ing everything that appears on the screen, good or 
bad. Unlike a sponge, you are unable by merely 
squeezing yourself or taking a sunbath to get rid 
of the evil absorbed. 
So please do not be just one more passive spec-
tator. React! Set up standards suitable to a young 
Catholic student. Try discreetly but courageously 
to interest others in your convictions, both at school 
and at home. All this may be quite difficult and you 
may not seem to be making much headway. But 
remember that every little victory is an achievement 
and surely here is one case where it is "Better to 
light a candle than to curse the darkness." Yes, 
exercise your God-given right to be critical. Praise 
when praise is deserved. And disapprove, though 
tactfully, when a program merits censure. 
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Autumn Leaves 
Co-operation was the word which played an im-
portant role last November 19th. The Seniors had 
the first true opportunity to show their organiza-
tional sense at this, the first dance of the school 
year. The man responsible for most of the organiz-
ing was Gerry Bessette. He took care of the invita-
tions, as well as the organizing of several commit-
tees. Another man was Bob Gingras, who prepared 
the eye-catching decorations. Through the wonder-
ful co-operation of the externs' parents, refresh-
ments were supplied, while other parents even gave 
up their time to chaperone. 
Among the schools invited were Venerini, Holy 
Name, Notre Dame and Ascension High Schools. 
One can say without hesitating that "Autumn 
Leaves" was highly successful; in fact, the <lance's 
success makes us look forward to the next. 
Parent's Day 
Parent's Day, November, '58, was again a great 
success. The program started off in the gymnasium 
with a talk by our new and able Prefect of Disci-
pline, Father Philip, who discussed mainly the school 
policy on discipline. "The old adage, 'An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure' is the method 
we are attempting to employ," he said. Then the 
headmaster, Father Oliver, addressed the assembly 
on "The Advantage of going to a school such as 
Assumption Preparatory School." The assistant 
Dean, Father Maurice, then gave the day students' 
parents some important information. 
With these words of direction, the parents pro-
ceeded to meet the professors. Here, between the 
students, the parents, and the professors, many 
problems were ironed out. Better understanding be-
tween the student and the teacher was the fruit of 
most of these ten-minute conferences. 
Today more than ever, educators realize that 
education is a triangular affair involving student, 
teacher and parent. Parent's Day has become one 
of our major links between the sides of that tri-
angle. 
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It Can Happen To You 
There are plenty of opportunities available for 
Johnny Prep to influence the thoughts and actions 
of others - here in school, in his home parish and 
in his community. But he has to look around and 
see where and with whom he can exercise this au-
thority. He has to go beyond the narrow confines 
of Blind Bill's presumption that there are no open-
ings for leaders, of Persecuted Pete's prejudiced 
view that only a chosen few "drags" can become 
leaders, or of Moaning Mike's complaint that nobody 
ever gives him a chance. Johnny Prep will find, 
when he examines his life, that he already is, or, 
if not, easily may become a leader for some reason 
or other with some particular group. 
Johnny's potential for leadership may lie in his 
position, his personality, or his special talent. Some-
times we find all three of these items in an indi-
vidual leader; just as often we find as many as three 
leaders, each one exhibiting one of these qualities 
in a single group. There will be one boy who is 
running the group because he has been elected to 
that position, another boy who has great influence 
on the thinking of the group because he has earned 
the respect of all the members, and another who 
plays a leadership role because he has shown his 
expert ability in a specific line. 
The particular group in which our Prepster is 
a leader may be one that has been formed for social 
purposes (dance committees), out of common in-
terests (Radio C1u5), for further study (Math 
Club), for service (Knights of the Altar), as an 
athletic team (intramurals), as a representative 
body (student council), or merely as an informal 
group of friends (group date at the Totem Pole). 
The combination of various types of leaders in vari-
ous types of groups provides ample opportunity for 
leadership. 
There is one organization in the school designed 
to help Johnny develop _ hls leadership potential : 
the Catholic Youth Council. The CYC, as a large-
membership group, is a framework in which any 
number of students may become leaders in the 
various spiritual, cultural, social, and physical ac-
tivities, clubs, and projects sponsored by and for 
the students. 
The need for leaders is world-wide. The oppor-
tunities for leadership are life-long. The training 
and development of leaders should be at least year-
long. Therefore Johnny Prep must not overlook out-
of-school opportunities for leadership in his parish 
and community, either from participation in CYC 
or CYO activities, membership in Explorer Scouts, 
athletic teams, or from service groups such as Red 
Cross, or direction of activities for younger boys, 
such as the Little League, Boy Scouts, summer 
camps and playgrounds. 
Fr. William 
Topic for next issue: Leader and Follower. 
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BOOK FARE 
LE GRAND tAATCH 
par CHRIS. LANDIER 
(Gerard & Co., Verviers, Belgique) 
Ce livre, dont le titre doit eveiller deja quelque interet dans le co ur 
des jeunes gens, s'occupe de tracer la vie et la carriere d'un grand joueur 
de football, depuis ses premiers matches jusqu'a la gloire internationale. 
Jean-Marie Severin, jeune gar<;on a peine tourne professionnel, est 
choisi pour la position d'extreme gauche, lorsqu'un plus ancien s'est luxe 
la cheville. Bien que ce soit son premier match hors des "juniors," il 
devient le heros du jour. Mais cette gloire ne sert qu'a augmenter la 
jalousie des autres membres de l'equipe. Heureusement, ce sentiment 
ne <lure pas longtemps, et Severin se fait des amis intimes. lei arrive 
un dilemme curieux. Le club de Metz, dont Severin fait part, est en 
danger de s'ecrouler. Pour le sauver il faut que quelqu'un s'attache a 
l'equipe de Reims pour se renseigner dans Jes tactiques superieures. 
On a choisi Severin. Mais voici l'obstacle: les raisons pour le transfert 
doivent rester secretes. Alors on croira qu'il est parti de lui-meme; ii 
passera pour un traitre. N eanmoins, il part et y reste pour un an. A la 
fin de la saison, on lui donne libre choix de son avenir - il peut re-
tourner a Metz et s'enterrer dans un club inconnu, ou rester a Reims et 
devenir peut-etre une vedette internationale. La tentation de trahir ses 
amis pour sa gloire personnelle est terrible, mais il a le courage de 
resister. Il revient a Metz et transforme son club en une equipe de 
premiere classe. 
Francis Goguen, '59 
Mrs. Lein, Prep li'brarian, and two sophomores, look over the French books 
of the recent Book Fair. 
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Reflections ori 
America 
By Jacques Maritain 
(Scribner's, New York) 
The vigor and penetration of Jacques 
Maritain's thought are not denied even 
by those who reject the Thomist philos-
ophy of which he is such a distinguished 
exponent. Therefore, when Maritain 
pays us a compliment, it is no idle 
chatter but a thing to be accepted with 
pleasure. 
Maritain's America, in the main, is 
very much the one Americans know: 
complicated, imperfect, and possessed of 
an intensely insistent will to perfect 
itself. In the several essays which com-
prise this work, Maritain ranges from 
American economics to American mar-
riage, but always observing and pre-
serving the relevant detail, establishing 
contact with the individual; he has a 
peculiar gift for making the human 
search for good sound like the supreme 
adventure. 
Like many other friendly critics, 
Maritain gives the American people 
credit for generosity, but his addition 
of two other virtues will astonish many 
of us. They are piety and modesty 
(reticence). Yet he supports the attri-
bution with shrnwd a1•guments. His dis-
cussion of Church and State in America 
is concerned chiefly with the Roman 
Catholic position and is filled with clar-
ity and good sense. His assertion that 
Americans are essentially modest is al-
so supported by facts that are matters 
of common knowledge. 
He is the more persuasive because 
he does not fail to note the defects al-
lied to these qualities. Piety is always 
in danger of degenerating into empty 
formalism, and undue modesty inhibits 
independent thought by imposing its 
false notion of conformity. Indeed, it 
will be good for the American reader's 
soul to jot down, as he goes through 
this book, the things that Maritain 
dislikes about the American scene. They 
make a list sharp enough to puncture 
the stoutest bubble of complacency. 
The material for this work was des-
cribed as "random reflections on the 
American scene"; yet, in book form, the 
random remarks can be seen to have 
the structure of a work of art. The 
work is indeed a disarming delight, and 
a disquieting one. Can we Americans 
live up to this eminent French philoso-
pher's expectations? We shall, at least, 
be more likely to if we read and re-read 
this short, beautiful, and confidence-
giving book. 
Richard Connors, '59 
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The 01.d Mah and 
The Sea 
By Ernest Hemingway 
(Scribner's, New York) 
"He was an old man who fished 
alone in a skiff in the Gulf Stream and 
he had gone eighty-four days without 
taking a fish;" so begins Ernest Hem-
ingway's idyll of the sea. From this 
opening sentence the story thrusts for-
ward with unceasing captivation. In 
this superb piece of writing Hemingway 
has returned to the stripped, objective 
narrative typical of him at his best. 
Incredible is the way in which he can 
mold the simplest language and con-
struction into such a great work. Hem ... 
ingway's literary Midas touch is a per-
fect example of the tremendous power 
resulting from the fusion of imagina-
tion with hard, disciplined writing 
technique. 
Observe Hemingway, the true artist, 
choosing his words carefully, blending 
them into a simple but beautiful picture 
of the sea as seen through the eyes and 
with the soul of the old man: "He was 
sorry for the birds, especially the small 
dark terns that were always flying and 
looking and almost never finding, and 
he thought, 'The birds have a harder 
life than we do except for the robber 
birds and the heavy strong ones. ~Why 
did they make birds so delicate and 
fine as those sea swallows when the 
ocean can be so c~·uel? She is kind and 
very beautiful. But she can be so cruel 
and it comes so suddenly and such birds 
that fly, dipping and hunting, with 
their small sad voices are made too 
delicately for the sea.' " 
Many authorities believe this to be 
the best Hemingway has produced. 
They justify this appraisal by pointing 
critically to his earlier works which 
they see as a bit too philosophical and 
detailed in their treatments of the in-
terior motives of characters. In contrast 
they see in this work but two charac-
ters, each shown in every detail, but 
by their own actions and words. 
Hemingway, now in his sixties, au-
thor of over a dozen best sellers, ac-
claimed by many to be the foremost 
literary figure of the twentieth century, 
has become a legend in his own life-
time. No small part of this legend is 
this little big book, short on pages but 
long on meaning. It won for Heming-
way the Pulitzer Prize in 1953 and the 
Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954, two 
great and lasting tributes to a deserv--
ing man and his monumental work. One 
reading will soon demonstrate the 
"why's" of these awards. 
Robert Lambert, '59 
DECEMBER, 1958 
BASKETBALL IS MY LIFE 
By BOB COUSY 
(Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York) 
This is the life story of one of the greatest basketball players of 
our day - Bob Cousy. In it Bob reveals what some of us are apt to 
overlook when we watch the fabulous "Cooz" perform: that he became 
the player he is through courage and practice. 
The 30-year-old court wonder was born in 1928 in New York City. 
At the age of thirteen, he moved to St. Albans, New York. It was here 
at a St. Albans playground that Bob began his basketball career. He 
had noticed that everyone was playing the game, so he decided to give 
it a whirl. It was while playing basketball in St. Albans that he met 
Morty Aikins, a playground director, who offered to help him learn the 
game. Bob accepted and Morty taught him all he knew. 
In 1942 Bob went to Andrew Jackson High School, where, oddly 
enongh, the future great did not even make the team his first year out. 
Again he tried in his sophomore year and failed again. Very discour-
aged, he turned to his friend, Morty, who encouraged him and urged 
him to keep playing, keep trying, which he did three or four times a 
weel with other teams. Finally in his junior year, Bob did make the 
team, and in his senior year led Andrew Jackson to the New York 
State championship. 
All the rest - his scholarship to Holy Cross, the N.C.A.A. cham-
pionship, two years on All-American teams, his pro draft by the Mil-
waukee Hawks, his trade to the Baltimore Bullets, their subsequent 
disbanding in the middle of the '50 season, and the re-distribution of 
their players via the draft route, a draft out of which Boston Celtics 
owner Walter Brown disappointedly drew what was to prove his great-
est drawing card, Bob Cousy - all this is history. What is not history 
is that here in this highly informative and entertaining book we have 
in the words of a great sports idol, proof that champions are not born, 
but made. 
Arthur Martel, '59 
Background: Part of the wide selection of books on display at the Prep's '59 Book 
Fair. 
Foreground (top of showcase): Part of rare book collection of Mr. A. J. Palaima, 
Prep faculty. 
(Inside showcase): Exhibit of statuary of the world from Gerald Morin, 
class of '60. 
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Why A Religion Class? 
Being students in a prep school, we 
should become increasingly concerned 
about why we do things. It is very 
childish to come to religion class two 
to three times a week with no fixed 
objective, no purpose. To come in, sit 
down, yawn, and take an occasional 
note in between the doodles is an un-
holy waste of time. How, then, should 
we study religion? Perhaps these ran-
dom thoughts may help to answer that 
question. 
Religion classes can help to strength-
en our faith. A thorough knowledge of 
one's faith almost always leads to firm-
er convictions. As new and strange 
mysteries are explained, as the irre-
futable proofs of God's existence are 
unfolded and analyzed in the writings 
of the great Doctors of the Church, as 
the tie between religion, science, and 
reason is shown to be binding, we come 
to believe more sincerely and securely 
in the greatness of the Church, that 
same Church which still flourishes after 
two thousand years of vigorous strug-
gle with tyranny from without and 
heresy from within. If the tottering 
winds of tyranny and the eroding rains 
of heresy have failed to unbalance, to 
wear away one chip of the Rock, She 
has earned our respect and love. 
Religion classes make us more truly 
acti:v:e apostles for Christ. An unedu-
cated Catholic must shun all discussion 
for fear that people will think him ig-
norant. When he is in doubt he must 
ask a friend or a priest about the 
puzzling question. The potential Cath-
olic feels that if the baptized Catholic 
working next to him does not know his 
religion, then it must not be worth 
knowing. Thus, the ignorant Catholic 
does more harm than good. 
In contrast, the knowing Catholic 
seeks out interesting people of different 
faiths. He does not avoid talking re-
ligion with them, tactfully pointing out 
the weak points in their logic. When 
these non-Catholics see the specious 
reasoning of their own religions, they 
may then seek to know more about the 
Catholic religion. It is then that a 
knowing Catholic when asked questions, 
can give clear, sensible answers. 
Religion classes can be a help in re-
sisting temptation. We learn in Relig-
ion that God has set up a physical 
universe and preserves its harmony 
with the laws of nature. It is impossi-
ble for these laws to be broken, because 
they control things with no power of 
free choice - birds, plants, animals, 
the human body ( an acorn cannot stop 
from falling nor can a man with his 
own strength leap fifty yards). We 
also learn that He set up a human so-
ciety. To safeguard this society, man 
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needed moral laws. When these laws 
are broken, chaos results, just as much 
as it would if our planet left its orbit. 
Thus we see that our sins, which we 
thought to be so harmless, are actually 
a great source of evil in the world. 
Furthermore the study of Christ is a 
tremendous inspiration. Everyone is 
moved by the humility of Christ, by 
His great suffering for us, and by His 
tremendous love for us, which we ought 
to repay. Catholics familiar with His 
life should find venial sin increasingly 
intolerable in themselves, and mortal 
sin the worst evil in the world. 
Religion classes, therefore, even more 
than other classes, we should approach 
wanting to know merely for the sake 
of knowing. All the great mysteries 
cannot be divined by humans, but there 
is so much we can learn. It is so much 
more appealing, so much more meri-
torious, so much more truly human, to 
want to walk in the light, rather than 
to be led in the dark. 
Michael Daley, '60 
Catholics and the 
Presidency 
A man's religion and his politics are 
both highly explosive matters. Their re-
lationship to each other has been a 
problem for centuries. In 1960 Ameri-
cans may come to grips with this prob-
lem when they are once again called 
upon to elect a new president. Two 
possible candidates for this post are 
Richard M. Nixon, Republican, and 
John F. Kennedy, Democrat. Specula-
tors claim that Senator Kennedy might 
lose the election because he is a Cath-
olic. Upon what do these speculators 
base their reasoning? Perhaps some re-
consideration of history will yield some 
answers. 
A Catholic for President, to those of 
us who have probed into the history of 
the United States, are words reminis-
cent of the presidential election of 1928, 
when Alfred E . Smith, a Democrat and 
a Catholic, was nominated by his party 
for the presidency. 
As in any presidential campaign, a 
number of issues were involved, but two 
became outstanding - the continuance 
of the Volstead amendment, and the 
religious affiliation of Smith, the first 
Catholic to be nominated for the presi-
dency. 
Not only did the Republicans oppose 
Smith politically, as would seem natur-
al, but his nomination caused a split in 
the Democratic party as well. The 
chairman of the anti-Smith Democrats 
was a Methodist Episcopal Bishop, 
James Cannon, Jr. The Bishop spear-
headed the attack on Smith in the 
pamphlet, "Is Southern Protestantism 
More Tolerable Than Romanism ?" From 
this pamphlet the reader was made to 
believe that the Catholic Church taught 
that no Protestant could be saved; that 
all non-Catholic maniages were brand-
ed as adulterous and the children of 
such marriages, illegitimate; that Cath-
olics considered the public school sys-
tem a damnable heresy. This was mere-
ly one of such pamphlets. Others in-
cluded such reassuring titles as "Traf-
fic in Nuns," and "Rum, Romanism and 
Ruin." So heated was the issue of 
Smith's religious preference, that a 
Know-Nothing Party grew from the be-
lief that Catholics voted as ordered by 
the clergy and that a Papal plot ex-
isted to seize the United States. 
That a Papal plot existed, exists, or 
shall ever exist is absurd. This idea of 
a plot is the product of ignorance and 
prejudice. That the so-called Catholic 
vote is controlled by the clergy is 
equally absurd, but some clarification 
may help. A Catholic, Protestant, or 
Jewish vote will result when the issue 
involved is detrimental to these faiths. 
For instance, criticism was voiced be-
cause Catholics were advised by the 
clergy to vote against dissemim1Jion of 
contraceptive information in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut. Yet, is it not the 
duty of the priest to advise and instruct 
his parishioners on violations of moral 
law? No proof has ever yet been given 
in regard to clerical control of the vote 
m a purely political issue. In almost all 
cases of issues not directly involving 
religious principles, priests have re-
frained from giving their opinions, es-
pecially from their pulpits. 
The anti-Catholic feeling exhibited by 
the Know-Nothings and the anti-Smiths 
might certainly lead one to believe that 
the doom of a candidate like Senator 
Kennedy is sealed. Have the times 
changed since the 1930's? Are Catholics 
accepted in political life without dis-
crimination? We feel they are. Witness 
the number of Catholics recently elected 
to governorships and Senate seats. 
True, the matter of Mr. Kennedy's 
or his colleagues' religious affiliations 
may arise, but probably to serve some 
other unseen, and in most cases, privaJe 
motives. For this reason, religion coul,d 
prove to be a serious obstacle in their 
paths. 
Should Senator Kennedy or some 
other professed Catholic become presi-
dent, what would his attitudes on ex-
plosive church-state issues be? We feel 
they may be described by one of Sen-
ator Kennedy's favorite words: "Rea7 
sonable." 
Robert Cormier, '59 
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Britannicus 
Samedi soir, le 6 decembre, dix gar-
~ons et quatre per es de la maison sont 
alles a Cambridge pour voir jouer la 
piece, Britannicus, de Jean Racine. Elle 
fut presentee par le Theatre du Vieux-
Colombier de Paris. 
Au tout debut de la piece, on voit 
Agrippine, la mere de l'empereur Ne-
ron, assise sur le trone de son fils. Elle 
s'inquiete des changements qu'elle voit 
dans !'attitude de son fils a son egard, 
elle qui a tant fait pour lui assurer le 
trone imperial. Pendant que la piece 
continue, on apprend que son fils, 
Neron, est amoureux de Junie, une 
descendante d'Auguste. Et on voit en 
meme temps, que Britannicus, qui a des 
droits legetimes au trone, est, lui aussi, 
amoureux de Junie. Et on apprend, en 
plus, que son amour est un amour vrai. 
lei, on peut observer l'entree de la 
jalousie. Neron avoue qu'il fera n'im-
porte quoi pour avoir Junie comme 
epouse. 11 est resolu de tuer Britanni-
cus. 
Neron dechire pour ainsi dire, par 
la jalousie, s'arrange pour faire em-
poisonner Britannicus au banquet qu'il 
fait donne en l'honneur meme de Bri-
tannicus, avec qu'il est cense s'etre 
reconcilie. C'est le commencement de la 
fin! Et Junie, quand elle entend la 
nouvelle de la mort de Britannicus, son 
veritable amant, trouve refuge dans le 
College des Vesfales. "Sans mourfr, elle 
est morte," pour Britannicus. Narcisse 
essaye de l'arreter, mais il est tue par 
la foule. Neron reste seul! Le monstre 
en lui est ne, le regne de Neron san-
guinaire est commence. 
La chose qui a frappe le plus les 
spectateurs, c'est la realite avec laquelle 
on a presente cette piece. Ca nous a 
fait penser que nous assistions vraiment 
a cette epoque de l'Histoire Ancienne. 
Barry Espinosa 
ED. NOTE -
Beginning with Adam and Eve 
and continuing down through Ro-
gers and Hammerstein, things have 
been getting done by collaboration. 
In keeping with this very human 
trend, we are unveiling our newest 
Heritage feature: cartoons by Fa-
thers Philip and Maurice. Why has 
vox studentium suddenly become 
vox magistri ( or vox patri) ? Be-
cause we feel that some of the 
warmth and wit of two Fathers 
who are doing a tough job well and 
faithfully ought to come out of 
that office and get into the main-




First Annual Creative Writing Contest 
IN 
Prose Fiction or Poetry 
First Prize in each category . 
Second Prize in each category 
$10.00 
$ 5.00 
Prize-winning entries to be reprinted in succeeding issues of 
HERITAGE. 
CONTEST CLOSES at 12:00 NOON, SATURDAY, 
JANUARY 24, 1959. 
ENTRIES should be placed in the ENTRY BOX in the STU-
DENT AFFAIRS OFFICE. 
For complete rules, inquire at the STUDENT AFFAIRS OFFICE. 
SEPTEMBER SONfr! .. CHRISTMI\S VACATION ? ~ ·---------------~---
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·Co-Captain Gerry Prunier, '59 
Basketball Outlook: 
1958-1959 
Coach Bibaud had th1·ee big handicaps 
to overcome when he met his '58-'59 
squad: lack of height, lack of depth 
and lack of experience. Graduation had 
taken its toll of four starters, leaving 
but four lettermen, including one start-
er, Sophomore John Grenier. Even the 
season's co-captains, Geny Prunier and 
Chuck Keenan, had seen but limited 
action as reserves last season. 
Then too, of those competing for 
starting be1-ths along with Prunier and 
Keenan - Seniors John and Steve 
Gabrielian; Juniors Steve Warne1·, 
Norm Yvon, Danny Murphy and Brian 
Cronin; Sophomores John Grnnier, Bob 
Kenny and Jim Monahan - only three 
men measure over six feet: Warne1· and 
the Gabrielian brothers, each a rangy 
6' 1". 
Yet right at this point, Coach Bi-
baud's Monks seem well on their way 
to another exciting season. 
Season's Highlights 
Assumption Prep 41 ; Trade 50 
In their opener against Trade High 
School of Worcester, the Monk's team 
sta1-ted exceptionally fast and at the 
middle of the second period held a com-
manding 17-7 lead. Then Trade rallied 
behind the sharp-shooting of Ro11 Alex-
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androvich and the half ended with 
Trade on top, 21-17. 
In the second half, the inexperience 
of the Monks combined with their first-
game errors to give Trade their chance 
to ice the game. Standout performances 
were turned in by John Grenier, who 
did a gTeat job covering Trade's ex-
perienced center, Eel Perkins, and by 
Bob Kenny, who showed signs of be-
coming an offensive threat in future 
games. 
Assumption Prep 42; Classical 46 
In the second game of the season, 
the Monks faced the Tigers of Classical. 
From the Monks' viewpoint this was a 
p1·etty ragged affair, especially from the 
foul line where they missed seventeen 
foul shots. However, they did begin to 
show signs of brightness, losing by only 
four points. 
Assumption Prep 51: Wachausett 41 
In the third game of 1958, the Monks 
really jelled into a solid unit. Down by 
nnly one point at th q_uarte1· thPy came 
up with a big 21-point second quarter 
to take a half-time lead of three, 30-27. 
In the second half, sparked by Grnn-
ier's towering twenty points, the squad 
played smoothly and shrewdly. With 
good floo1· direction from Keenan and 
Yvon, good board work from John 
Gab1·ielian, and an all-round game from 
Moynihan, Kenney and Murphy, the 
Monks were able to tm·n in a convinc-
ing 51-41 win, and a real team effort. 
Monks in rebound action aga,ii;ust 
Wachusett 
Intramural Basketball 
Monday, December 1, saw the Seniors 
tapping off the 1958 edition of tlte 
Prep's ever-popular intramural basket-
ball season, this year charted by Don-
ald D' Amour, chairman of the CYC 
physical committee. 
Senior A, piloted by Rene Racette 
and Dan DelNegro, will be a stubborn 
contender for the championship, but 
Senior B, with newcomer Jack Cowan 
at the helm, should prove itself a for-
midable foe. These two teams have al-
ready battled once, Senior B eking out 
a 19-16 victory. 
The Juniors will also have three fine 
clubs, each with potential to unseat 
their rivals. Pre-season pickers see 
Junior B (Bernard, Brodeur, etc.) as 
the team to beat. But who can tell? 
Of the other two divisions, the Sopho-
mores, still young, inexperienced, and 
fairly evenly matched, should have a 
close race all season; the Frosh, as in 
other years numerous, enthusiastic and 
unpredictable, m·e anybody's guess. 
Heritage looks for a big season. Back 
your team. If you can't lay it up, talk 
it up. Good luck and good shooting. 
Hockey Outlook for 
1958 
Although hampered by the loss of 
most of last year's regulars through 
graduation, the 1958 Prep hockey squad, 
under the able guidance of Coach Leary 
and Brother Roger, with assists from 
manager Chuck Dufault, is shaping up 
well. Among this yea1·'s probable start-
ers are Captain Tom Sullivan, and Ro-
land Laroche, both returnees from last 
year's starting six, Jim Hjerpe, Larry 
McCarthy, Phil Murphy, Phil O'Malley. 
Of these, Laroche has always been a 
good netster, and the outcome of many 
a game will hinge on his play. The 
starting defensemen will probably be 
drawn from McCarthy and Hjerpe. 
Others who will help determine the 
Monks' fate on the ice this year are 
Murphy, O'Malley, Pierre Boisvert, 
Ron Bouten, Bill Millett, Dave Rioux, 
Paul Dubois, Pete Skudlark and Mike 
Hubbard. 
Look for Captain Sullivan and his 
spirited squad to keep the Monks on 
ice this season. 
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